
Educational Highlights: In terms of independent research, 
I undertook an independent study overseen by Dr. Jonathan 
Neufeld during my junior year, which materialized in a paper 
that I presented at the annual conference for the American 
Society for Aesthetics. I also, during the summer of 2016 with 
Dr. Scott Peeples, conducted a research project funded by a 
Summer Undergraduate Research with Faculty grant, and I 
have, again with Dr. Neufeld, been working over the course of 
this year on my bachelor’s essay. I have presented papers, as well, 
at conferences for the Southern American Studies Association 
and the South Carolina Society for Philosophy, where I had 
the chance to preview what professional academics in the 
humanities is like. Beyond research, I have worked in the College 
of Charleston’s Writing Lab as a consultant for two years, acted 
as president of the Philosophical Society at the College for the 
last year, and participated as often as I could find the time in the Aesthetics Work Group, a club that is ideal 
for students enthusiastic to discuss academics and art more than the limits of the classroom allow. 
Research Focus or Project: My research interests all cluster around the philosophy of language but, from 
there, reach into most sub disciplines of philosophy. So far, I have studied philosophical theories of metaphor 
and polysemy in order to, in particular, consider the status of dead metaphors and the metaphilosophical 
implications of categorizing some use of a term as nonliteral.  I also have researched American pragmatism 
along with the strains of it that survive in linguistic philosophy, and, in my bachelor’s essay right now, I am 
exploring what determines the possible and actual referents for any given use of a name. My main interest, 
at its most broad, is in the ways that presuppositions about language lurk behind and inform our epistemic 
practices.
Future Plans: In the fall, I will enter the graduate program for philosophy at Columbia University as a 
Ph.D. student.
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